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Economics became a major discipline in the University of 
Melbourne following the  establishment of the faculty of 
commerce in 1925 and the appointment of Douglas 
Copland as founding dean. 
 
As political economy, however, the subject had been taught 
in the faculty of arts from the university’s foundation. This 
book provides a history of the activities of the department of 
economics: its staff and students, curriculum, contributions 
to economic theory and policy, governance and funding. The 
narrative is set in the context of the world outside the 
department, of higher education policy in Australia and the 
state of the economy. 
 
The contributing authors, leaders in the profession, all have 
formal connections to the department: Jeff Borland, Robert 
Dixon, Peter Drake, John Freebairn, Marjorie Harper, Joe 
Isaac, Peter Lloyd, Neville Norman and Ross Williams. 
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